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USD INTERNATIONAL LAW TEAM AMONG TOP EIGHT IN WORLD
Five University of San Diego Law School students have
distinguished themselves in the international law arena by
ranking among the top eight teams in the world at the 1991 Jessup
International Law Competition held in Washington, D.C. April 13
through 21.
Second-year USD law student Paul Katrinak was named Best in
the World in Oral Argument from among competitors from 18
countries who argued foreign trade and anti-trust issues before a

(

(

panel of appellate judges.

The USD team, selected from the Law

School's Moot Court program, also won the third-place prize in
the Best Brief category.
The team's performance at the Jessup tournament marked the
second time this semester that USD Law School students won top _
honors in a prestigious law competition.

This spring, two USD -

Student Trial Teams placed first and second at an American Trial
Lawyers Association in Portland and also came in third overall
(ahead of such giants as Harvard and Yale) at a national ATLA
contest in Chicago.
USD's Jessup team consisted of Katrinak, Janet Richardson,
Kevin Childs and Kipp Williams, all second-year law students, and
third-year law student Bill Snyder, who served as team coach.
(more)
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Before entering the Jessup event, the team warmed up by winning
the Pacific West Coast regional international law competition
with a 5-0 record over such schools as Stanford,

use,

UC Davis

and Loyola Marymount.
The USD team had an edge over its opposition, says Snyder,
because, while other schools selected team members based solely
on Moot Court performance, USD also required Jessup contenders to
interview for team berths.

Once chosen, the Final Five spent two

evenings a week and all of Christmas break studying this year's
designated Jessup international law "problem" centering on the
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trades and anti-trust laws.
"The problem selected had to do with trade in so-called
'electromobiles' between two nations which weren't named.

But we

all knew the situation mirrored the ongoing conflict between the
(,

(

Japanese and American auto industries," Snyder said.
The USD Jessup team beat teams from India, New Zealand, Norway
and Syracuse University before losing to Georgia Univer~ity, the
defending Jessup World Cup champion.

USD's score in the

competition placed it second among the 14 U.S. teams and eighth
among all 32 Jessup teams.
Katrinak's stellar performance in oral argument at the Jessup
has brought him to the attention of prominent international
jurists.

He intends to return to Washington this summer and says

that USD's Moot Court program "is the most beneficial thing the
Law School has to offer outside the classroom.
thing students have to being a lawyer.

It's the closest

You learn to apply the

law to the facts."
For further information, please contact Kate Callen, 260-4682.

